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501-671-2190
mrrussell@uaex.edu
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479-575-6323
jzhao77@uark.edu
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In the Loop
Greetings from Arkansas Animal Science! It is
exciting times in the Department. We welcome Dr.
Jiangchao Zhao, an Assistant Professor in the area
of Bacterial Immunology/
Gastrointestinal and MicroMichael Looper
biology to the Department.
Department
Dr. Zhao graduated with a
Head
B.S. and M.S. from China
Agricultural University and
the University of Wisconsin with a Ph.D. We
are in the final stages of announcing three
additional faculty members; two in Fayetteville and one in Little Rock. All should be in
place by mid-August.
Every 10 years, each department completes a comprehensive review of all programs. In March, Animal Science participated in an external review of our research,
teaching, and Extension programs. I want to
personally thank this five member team for
their dedication to this process. This was a
great group, and I look forward to sharing
their findings in future correspondence.
The faculty, staff, and I would like to congratulate all students from the Department
that graduated either last Fall or this Spring
with B.S. degrees in Animal Science.
I am happy to announce Madolyn Wynn
from Animal Science will be Lead Ambassador for the Bumpers College while Zena
Hicks will serve as Animal Science Bumpers
College Ambassador.
At our annual scholarship and awards banquet April 21, we presented three Graduate
of Distinction awards and one Friend of the
Department award. I want to thank Jamie

Newberry and the REPS group for hosting
the award winners’ reception at the Pauline
Whitaker Animal Science Arena following
the banquet.
The Department recently selected the
first ever Dr. Paul Noland Graduate Student Award winners. Congratulations to
Kelsey Basinger (M.S.) and Elizabeth Backes
(Ph.D.), who were winners of a research presentation competition. The Arkansas Beef
Council visited campus in April. Thank you
to Drs. Janeal Yancey and Jason Apple for
providing Beef Council members a tour of
the Abattoir and sensory kitchen.
Congratulations to both Bill Lindsey and
Dr. Nancy Jack on their recent retirements.
Bill has served the Department for 10 years,
most recently as the Cow-Calf Unit Manager. Dr. Jack has served as director for the
D.E. King Equine Program for the past 15
years. Her retirement will be effective in August. Thank you both and best wishes on future endeavors!
Please consider joining the Animal Science
Alumni Society. This is a great and free way
to stay ‘in the know’ with former classmates.
For the quickest way to keep up with the Department’s activities, check out our Facebook
and Twitter pages. As always, feel free to contact me looper@uark.edu; (479) 575-3745 or
stop by and visit when you are in Fayetteville.

Michael Looper
		
Department Head

Student Achievements
u Congratulations to Dr. Rorie and Hannah Newberry for receiving a
grant to help fund Hannah’s undergraduate research project.

u A HUGE congratulations to all our recent graduates, and to our students who have been accepted into veterinary schools and graduate programs.
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Chairback Order Form
Please use separate page if needed.
Donor Information
Name:
		
Address:
		
Phone:
Email:

Support Animal Science Department Scholarships

Please list information desired on
chairback:

By buying a chairback in the Pauline Whitaker Animal Science Center
You can support scholarships for Department of Animal Science students and receive
permanent recognition by purchasing a chairback in the Pauline Whitaker Animal Science
Center. Purchases are tax deductible and can
be made in the name of an individual, a business, or in honor or memory of a loved one
or friend. If you are a former judging team
member and would like to purchase a seat in
honor of your judging team, contact Bryan

Kutz at 479-575-4337.
Chairbacks are available for a minimum
donation of $500, although many individuals
have donated more.
If you would like to help with scholarships
by purchasing a chairback, fill out the form
to the right and mail it with a check made out
to Agricultural Development Council, with a
notation of Arena Chairback to the address
on the form at the right.

Make checks payable to:
Agricultural Development Council
Please make a notation: Arena Chairback
Mail to: Connie Stewart
University of Arkansas
1120 W. Maple
Dept. of Animal Science
Fayetteville, AR 72701
Spring 2015
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Equine Therapies Class Offers Students Unique Experience
The Dale Bumpers College of Agricultural
Food and Life Sciences Department of Animal Science is excited to offer Equine Assisted Activities and Therapies for the Fall 2015
semester. This course allows students to understand what makes equine assisted therapy
effective. The class will include information
about client bases; types of equine therapies
and industry standards for licensure.
The concepts introduced during lectures
will be reinforced by hands-on learning
demonstrations. Different therapies utilizing
horses will be explored. Featured guest lectures and demonstrations include: licensed
social workers; a VA psychologist whose specialty is post-traumatic stress disorder; PATH
and EAGALA certified instructors; certified
animal trainers; and individuals currently
practicing equine assisted therapy in our region.
The therapy community is excited about

this new course offering. Linda Brown, the therapy in Northwest Arkansas, it has been
Executive Director of Horses for Healing be- my privilege to work with a variety of clients
	
  
lieves this is an incredible
who have experienced
Equine Assisted Therapy	
  	
  
opportunity for students.
positive results in my
	
  
ü No prerequisites
“To learn about and see
arena,” she said. “Stu	
  ü Contact kjogan@uark.edu for over
ride
the benefit of therapeudents in this course will
ü Explore major equine assisted activities
and therapy types and client bases
ü Learn characteristics of horses that
tic riding is extraordinary.
become familiar with
make them valuable in therapeutic
settings
ü Guest lectures by licensed therapists,
Therapeutic riding is a
the powerful way horspsychologists, clinicians, experts in
equine therapies and horse training
ü Class held at Whitaker Arena
growing field for students
es help.”
and a great opportunity for
Worth three credpeople in the community
it hours, the class will
to get involved with and
meet on Tuesdays at the
share the joys of remarkable results,” she ex- Pauline Whitaker Animal Science Center.
plained. Kim Copps, of Heroes and Horses
This is a growing field of study, and should
said this will show students career paths they interest students studying animal science,
may not have been aware of before. “There social work, psychology and education. Alare multiple career path options and orga- though this course will have a hands-on
nizations that specialize in equine assisted component, no horse handling experience is
learning,” she said.
necessary.
“This experience will be eye opening for
For more information, please contact Dr.
many “as a social worker practicing psycho- Kathi Jogan at kjogan@uark.edu. }
Special Topics
ANSC 410V 3 credits Tuesdays, 5:00 pm – 8:00 pm	
  

ü Close to main campus.
ü Easy access, lots of parking
ü Large block of time allows for
demonstrations with horses

Questions? Contact Dr. Jogan kjogan@uark.edu
	
  

Razorback Stallion Service Auction a Success
A stallion service auction that benefited
the 4-H equine program and the University
of Arkansas horse judging team went so well
that planning is underway for a second one.
“We brought in $17,400, and for our first
year, we were pretty pleased with that,” said
Mark Russell, assistant professor-equine for
the University of Arkansas System Division
of Agriculture. “This is unique. We don’t
know of any other 4-H program doing anything like this.”
At auction were stud services to top cutting, western pleasure and halter stallions, all

donated by their owners.
The proceeds from the auction will fund
scholarships to 4-H equine camps, purchase
camp equipment and help support travel for
the University of Arkansas’ horse judging
team.
“We’re looking to doing it again next year,”
Russell said. “We have some of the same stallions committed and a few new ones too.”
The auction’s top bid of $4,250 went for
a service to High Brow CD, a cutting horse
stallion that sired 65 National Cutting Horse
Association (NCHA) champions and reserve

champs in 2014 alone. His foals have earned
more than $2.5 million. The 10-year-old stallion was a champion himself, with more than
a half-million dollars in lifetime earnings and
a place in the NCHA hall of fame. High
Brow CD stands at Grace Ranch in Jennings,
Louisiana.
Other top bids were $2,700 for Hydrive
Cat, standing at Buffalo Ranch, Fort Worth,
Texas; $2,050 for Rockin W, standing at The
Four Sixes Ranch in Guthrie, Texas; and
$1,500 for TR Dual Rey, who also stands at
Buffalo Ranch. }

Study Concerning Pinkness of Cooked Burgers Underway
When most people cut into a hamburger,
The treatments had increasing levels of a
the first thing they do is look to see if
mixture of bull and
the meat still looks pink or not. If it is
cow meat. Each
still pink then it’s not done yet, right?
treatment was meaThat test may not be so accurate. Resured into 20 lb.
cent Animal Science graduate Reagan
batches, ground and
Thielemann; graduate student, Kelsey
finally made into
Basinger and Dr. Janeal Yancey anaeven 1/4 lb. patlyzed and compared the color and pH
ties. 18 patties were
of patties in five treatment groups to
cooked and color
Reagan Thielemann measures the
see how different meat cuts affected “pinkness” of cooked patties.
measurements were
the color of the cooked patty.
taken using a col4
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orimeter. Three of the patties were left raw to
observe color in the raw form after a 30 minute bloom time. Bloom is when a meat surface
is exposed to oxygen and resting allowing the
meat to oxidize and turn the bright red you
are used to seeing.
The goal was to discover how much of the
bull/cow mixture could be added and not affect the cooked color. Because if a consumer
doesn’t like the color of the patty in the store,
they won’t buy it. Results are still being processed. }

Trip Offers Field Experience with Cattle Operations
About forty students from the milk production and stocker/feed-lot classes visited dairies in Bentonville, Ark. and Purdy,
Mo; and toured stocker/feedlot operations
in both Arkansas and Missouri. They also
went to Kansas City, Missouri to meet executives from Dairy Farmers of America,
Inc. and the Hiland Dairy Processing plant.
Students observed milk harvesting, pro-

cessing and bottling techniques; as well as
how nutrition, reproduction and milk quality are managed. The stocker/feedlot locations taught the students how they manage
their herd, what they look for when buying
and selling, as well as the day to day feeding
and management.
“This is a great experience for students
that have never been to a dairy or cattle

farm,” Dr. Andrew Fidler explained. “It’s
a great way to see the principles of animal
and dairy science applied to real life production situations, and also to be able to see
the diversity of dairy production models
that exist.”
Both classes are online based, with the
major grade component being the spring
trip. }

Animal Science Hosts 2015 Beef Quizbowl
The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture Department of Animal
Science hosted the 2015 Beef Quiz Bowl.
The annual, statewide, tournament was held
in Fayetteville, at the Pauline Whitaker Animal Science Center.
West Fork FFA1 won first place with the
Benton County 4-H placing second and
West Fork FFA2 placing third.
Students were tested on many levels of
question difficulty. The questions were compiled by animal science faculty and judging
team students; and covered all aspects of
beef production.
Each team was comprised of four students, and was a double elimination tournament.
Preparation for this contest allowed students to sharpen their knowledge about beef
cattle production. Additionally, students improved communication, goal setting, critical
thinking and team building skills and ultimately enhanced their interest in beef cattle.
This Cooperative Extension Service activity provides students in Arkansas an incentive to learn more about management, food
safety, forage nutrition, quality assurance
and the end product.
Educational material was provided for
County Extension Agents and Vocational
Agriculture Instructors to further the learning process beyond that of their beef 4-H
and FFA projects.
This program is about educating students
and encouraging a broadened perspective
about their role in beef production, food
safety and consumer acceptance.
The quiz bowl program is funded by the
Arkansas Beef Council through revenue
collected from the Beef Check-Off. }

West Fork FFA1: Coach Justin Hays; Lillian Meadows; Grant Franklin; Tim Farmer; Mesa Kutz and Travis
Justice, Arkansas Beef Council.

Benton County 4-H: Coach Johnny Gunsaulis; Justin Clayberg; Alex Joyce; Luke Clayberg; Kimberly
Kay and Travis Justice, Arkansas Beef Council.

West Fork FFA2: Coach Justin Hays; Colton Wise; Bladen Ketron; Dalton Hays; Grayson Jarnagan and
Travis Justice, Arkansas Beef Council.
Spring 2015
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2015 Awards & Scholarship Banquet
Department Presents Distinction & Friend Awards REPS Host Annual Awards
The Department of Animal Science presented its 2015 Awards of Distinction during
its annual awards and scholarship luncheon.
The recipients are: Advanced Graduates of
Distinction – Jeff Chewning, PhD and Glenn
Duff, MS; Graduate of Distinction – Carla
Vaught, BS; Friend of the Department – Travis Justice.

iment Station from September 2013 to December 2014. His research program focuses
on effects of stress (particularly cold stress) on
health and performance of beef cattle.
Dr. Duff was on faculty in the Department
of Animal Sciences at the University of Arizona where his research program focused on
feedlot nutrition.

Jeff Chewning was born in 1963 and
grew-up in the suburbs of Richmond, Virginia. Jeff ’s childhood
experiences resulted in
an interest in agriculture,
and he attended Western Kentucky University
where he received a B.S.
in Agriculture and a High
School Teaching Certificate. After marrying, he
attended the University
of Missouri in Columbia,
Dr. Jeff
Chewning
earning his M.S. in Beef
Production and Management (Grazing Systems) under the mentorship
of Dr. Ron Morrow. Jeff subsequently earned
his Ph.D. from the University of Arkansas in
Animal Breeding and Genetics under the guidance of Dr. A. Hayden Brown.
In 2003 he started Swine Research Services,
Inc., a contract research organization that
conducts studies as part of the development
process for sponsors bringing products and
technologies to market. Jeff has served as the
Investigator for studies in the arenas of Discovery, Proof of Concept, Test System Development, FDA Approval, and Post Approval
applications.

Carla Vaught is a first generation college
graduate from southwest Arkansas. She started college at Southern Arkansas University in
1980 and transferred to the U of A in 1982.
Carla was a charter
member of the U of A
Block and Bridle Club
and was selected as an
outstanding Animal Science student as a junior.
Carla worked under Dr.
Bernie Daniels at the Ruminant Nutrition Barn
and at the Rabbit Barn
during her tenure at the
Carla
U of A. She was also
Vaught
a member of the 1984
Livestock Judging Team under Dr. Jack Perkins.
After graduation, Carla continued her work
for the U of A as a county extension agent.
She completed a MS in General Agriculture
under Dr. Donna Graham in 1991 while working for extension. Carla’s focus as an agent has
always been livestock and forage production
and 4-H youth development.

Glenn Duff received his B.S. degree at
Northwest Missouri State, M.S. degree from
the University of Arkansas, and Ph.D. from New
Mexico State University.
Glenn is currently the
Department Head for
Animal and Range Sciences at Montana State
University and will be
moving to New Mexico
State University to be the
Department Head for
Dr. Glenn C.
Animal & Range Sciences
Duff
in the summer 2015.
Dr. Duff served as Interim Dean of the College of Agriculture and
Director of the Montana Agricultural Exper6
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Travis Justice serves as Director of the
Commodity and Regulatory Affairs Department for the Arkansas
Farm Bureau Federation
and, also as the organization’s Chief Economist.
His tenure with Farm Bureau spans over 41 years.
He also serves as the executive officer for the Arkansas Beef Council.
Travis currently serves
Travis
on the Boards of DirecJustice
tors of the Arkansas State
Fair, Arkansas Forage and
Grasslands Council and the National Institute
for Animal Agriculture.
A graduate of Big Pasture High School in
Randlett, OK, he holds both BS and MS in
Agricultural Economics from Oklahoma
State. }

Banquet and Networking

The Department awarded scholarships
and recognized officers of student organizations at its annual award banquet April
21 at the Pauline Whitaker Animal Science
Center.
The banquet was hosted by the Animal
Science REPS who emceed the event and
presented student awards.
The awards banquet was followed by
a networking event where the awards of
distinction recipients spoke with students
about what it took to get them where they
are, and advice on applying for jobs among
other topics. }

Outstanding Students
Undergraduate: Omega Sanders
Omega is from Hot Springs, and is in the
Bumpers Honors College. She recently defended her honors thesis project on ruminant
nutrition. Omega graduated in May and has
been accepted in Veterinary School at Louisiana State University.
Transfer Student: Jacie Sweeney
Jacie is a senior from Hermitage, Arkansas.
She is double majoring in Animal Science and
Biology with a minor in Wildlife Habitat. She
is a member of Block and Bridle, Turpentine
Creek Club, and the Biology Club. Aside from
this, Jacie is also a member of the University
of Arkansas’ Livestock Judging team.
Masters: Kelsey Basinger
Kelsey is from Jefferson City, Missouri and
is an Animal Science Master’s candidate with
a concentration in Meat Science. She is currently working on her Master’s project ‘Age
endpoint effects on carcass measurements
and tenderness in goats’ with Dr. Bruce
Shanks and Dr. Jason Apple.
Doctorate: Elizabeth Backes
Elizabeth is from Saint Thomas, Missouri.
She completed her masters degree in August
2013, emphazing in ruminant nitrition, and
is currently working on her PhD under the
advisement of Dr. Jeremy Powell, in parasitology. }

Scholarships

Florence E. King Equine Scholarship
Samantha Wilson, Springdale

Paul R. Noland Scholarship
Hanna Cline, Kingston

Departmental Scholarships were awarded to
the following students.

Glass-Hostetter Equine Program Scholarship
Beth Huff, Springdale

J.O. and Marie Parker (PLR Farms) Scholarship
Morgan Marley, Elkins

Dr. and Mrs. Paul K. Lewis Sr. Scholarships
Mersady Redding, Marshall
Amy Frank, Greenwood
Sandra Gonzalez, Fayetteville
Darynne Dahlem, Greenwood
Tatum Yocum, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
Kelsey Johnson, Bixby, Oklahoma

Jack L. Perkins Scholarship
Kolton Moore, Cave City

Arkansas Cattlemen’s Association Scholarship
Glynn Smith, Kirby
Arkansas Beefmaster Scholarship
Jacie Sweeney, Hermitage
Arkansas Brangus Scholarship
Glynn Smith, Kirby
C.J. Brown Scholarship
Justin Hamm, Alpena
Arkansas State Farm Credit Federation Scholarship
Kaitlyn Kelley, Tahlequah, Oklahoma
Robert Felsmann Scholarship
Jacie Sweeney, Hermitage
Dr. Richard and Ann Fulton Scholarship
Hannah Newberry, Harrison
Hudson Family Scholarship
Britton Francis, Paris, Missouri
Carl B. and Florence E. King Pre-Vet Scholarship
Lensey Watson, Bentonville

Danny Metz Scholarship
Caleb Shepherd, Dierks
Alvin L. and Lorena P. Neumann Scholarships
Jennifer Barnett, Beebe
Kristen Bishop, Mount Pleasant
Jessica Breslau, Fayetteville
Avery Deaton, Maumelle
Ashely Finney, Little Rock
Zena Hicks, Chadwick, Missouri
Jennifer Kirk, Lowell
Zachery Krug, Siloam Springs
Callan Lichtenwalter, Conway
Shelby Lowery, Pine Bluff
Lyndsie McGhee, Quitman
Will Pohlman, Prairie Grove
Madolyn Wynn, Farmington

Ned Ray Purtle Scholarship
Emily Hasenauer, Fayetteville
Jacie Sweeney, Hermitage
Ned Purtle Scholarship
Michael French, Batesville
Trenton Tosh, Batesville
O.T. Stallcup Scholarship
Michaela Moder, Malvern
Dr. Calvin Willis Scholarship
Kolton Moore, Cave City
Trenton Tosh, Batesville
Animal Science General Scholarship
Hannah Newberry, Harrison
Elisa Daniel, Rogers }

Awards and Scholarship Banquet
April 21, 2015

Spring 2015
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Clubs

Block and Bridle Hosts Razorback
Classic Annual Fundraising Event
The University of Arkansas Block and Bridle chapter held their annual Razorback Classic Cattle for a Cause jackpot show February
21, 2015. The show registered 30 contestants
with 40 head of cattle.
Hunter Burnett, chair for the club’s cattle
activities, organized the show, contacted sponsors and found two excellent judges. His hard
work paid off on show day when the event
ran smoothly.
The judges were Brad Isbell, an Agricultural
Business student at the U of A, and Rachel
Glasscock, Sensory Analyst at Tyson Foods.
“I felt privileged to provide my time for
such a great group of kids working to advance
the future of our industry,” Isbell said regarding the show.
The show was ran as a double-ringer, meaning after showing in one ring under one judge,
the kids immediately showed in the next ring
under the other judge. One ring’s entries were
won back by the kids and the other ring’s entries went to a charity chosen by the Block and

Bridle members. This year the charity chosen
was Horses for Healing located in Bentonville, Arkansas.
Horses for Healing is the largest nonprofit
therapeutic riding center for individuals with
special needs in Arkansas. It is one of the few
centers in the country to provide services to
school children around the area, thanks to a
partnership with the Walmart Foundation.
Despite the rain that morning, the club had
a great turnout from its members who helped
make the show a success.
The Block and Bridle chapter would like to
extend a HUGE thank you to everyone involved (from contestants to club members)
that made the show a success!
Block and Bridle members recently elected
officers for the coming year, they are: Lensey
Watson, President; Lyndsie McGhee, Vice
President; Emily Benjumea, Secretary; Will
Pohlman, Treasurer; Morgan Marley, Reporter; Emily Hasenauer, Block Head; and Savannah Tucker, Bridle Head. }

Meats Quizbowl

ASGSA

The meats quiz bowl team has been working hard to prepare for their upcoming competition in Lincoln, NE. The group spent
the last weeks of April meeting twice a week
for “work-outs.” According to coach Kelsey
Basinger, these practice sessions are more intense than a mock quiz bowl. “There are several questions on the slide show and many of
them are fill in the blanks to help the students
think about the topic,” she explains.
In Lincoln they will compete against universities from all over the country at the 2015
Reciprocal Meats Conference (RMC). Team
members include: Marisol Escamilla, Caleb
Shepherd, Zak Krug, Zena Hicks, Savannah
Tucker, Emily Hasenauer, and Sara Guillen.
“The kids are putting a lot of effort into
studying this year,” Basinger said. “I think we
have excellent members to compete against
other schools and hopefully bring home a win
this year.”
On the way to Lincoln the group will make
stops at several meat processing plants, a feedlot, and the USDA Meat Animal Research
Center. They will also attend the scientific
meetings at RMC and network with industry
professionals. The team is sponsored by the
Arkansas Beef Council. }
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The Animal Science Graduate Student
Association (ASGSA) held a drive to collect

Laura Meyer, Jorge Marcos and Haley Bartimus
pack care-packages to send to the troops.

REPS
This semester, the REPS hosted the Department’s annual scholarship and awards
banquet and networking event.
In mid-April they were part of Holcomb
Elementary School’s Family Fun Night. The
REPS took lambs, mini-horse Licious and a
couple of rabbits to the school. The purpose
was to teach the kids and their parents about
different types of animals that can be found
on farms across the state.
The 2015-16 REPS members are: Lensey
Watson, Caleb Shepherd, Will Pohlman, Sara
Guillen, Sarah Mason, Jessica Breslau, Kyra
Campbell and Jacie Sweeney. }

Sarah Mason, Sara Guillen,
Lensey Watson and Caleb Shepherd

items to send to American Troops serving
overseas. After a couple of weeks of donations, the graduate students were able to send
three large boxes of snacks, toiletry items and
games.
They also took the time to thank the Department’s staff by hosting an appreciation
breakfast in mid-April. Each grad student
made a breakfast item and they all served the
meal.
ASGSA officers for 2015-16 are: Haley Bartimus, President; William Galyen, Vice President; Kelsey Basinger, Secretary; Laura Meyer,
Treasurer. }

Pre-Vet
The pre-vet club has elected its new officers for the 2015-16 school year. They are:
President - Hanna Cline
Vice President - Brittany Weir
Secretary - Elizabeth Ramos
Treasurer - Kyra Campbell
Public Relations - Madolyn Wynn
Several members of the group visited Okla-

homa State University to tour the veterinary
school facilities and become more informed
on what it takes to get accepted and finish
vet school.
They also held a bake sale to raise funds
and threw an end of the year celebration at
a local dog park, so their pets could join in
the fun. }

Award Created in Honor of Jack’s Retirement
The Nancy Jack Award for Equine Excellence has been created in honor of Dr. Nancy
Jack upon her retirement after 15 years with
the Department of Animal Science.
This financial award and accompanying
plaque will be given annually to the Bumpers
College Animal Science senior with a concentration in Equine Science who has the highest
grade point average at the end of the fall semester.
If you would like to give a gift in honor of
Dr. Jack, please make your check payable to
the University of Arkansas Foundation and
send it to:
Development Office
Dale Bumpers College of Agricultural, Food
and Life Sciences

Dr. Looper announcing the Dr. Nancy Jack
award during Jack’s retirement party.

1 University of Arkansas, AFLS E108
Fayetteville, AR 72701
Please note that the donation is to go to the
“Nancy Jack Award Fund.” }

Paul R. Noland Award Presented
to Winners of Student Competition
On March 10, Animal Science graduate or of Dr. Noland’s 90th birthday. Professor
students took part in the first annual Paul R. emeritus Paul Noland joined the Animal
Noland Graduate Student
Competition.
Each graduate student was
required to give an oral presentation, and turn in an abstract and curriculum vitae.
The oral presentations
took place at the Pauline
Whitaker Animal Science
Center, with four MS students and one PhD student
competing.
Dr. Wardlow, of Agricultural Education, Communi- Animal Science graduate students, with Noland Award Judges: Dr.
Wardlow, Dr. Meullenet, and Dr. Looper. The students were scored
cations and Technology; Dr. in three areas and winners were announced at the Animal Science
Meullenet, of Food Science; Award banquet in April.
and Dr. Looper were the
presentation judges.
Scores from the oral presentation, abstract Science faculty in 1951 and in 1988 became
and curriculum vitae were compiled and department head, a position he held until his
the winner was the student with the highest retirement in 1994. He was mayor of Faycomplied score.
etteville and a member of the city’s board of
The winners, Elizabeth Backes and Kelsey directors.
Basinger, were announced at the Animal Sci“Establishment of this award is a small
ence awards banquet. They were awarded way to commemorate Dr. Noland’s 90th
a travel stipend to attend regional/national birthday and recognize his 43 years of exconventions where they are presenting re- traordinary service to the Department, Colsearch.
lege and University,” said Dr. Michael LoopThe Noland award was established in hon- er, Department head. }

The Department of Animal Science
was honored as a Friend of the
Washington County 4-H Program.
Dr. Pohlman accepted the award
on behalf of the Department at
the annual Washington County 4-H
achievement banquet on March 14.

Staff Profile
Meet Chris Hansen, a Program Associate
in the Meat Science Dept with Dr. Pohlman.
He’s a big saltwater aquarium enthusiast.
Chris grew up in Northwest Arkansas, but
has spent the last nine years in Florida. He
earned my master’s degree in Cell and Molecular Biology here at
the U of A.
Chris likes spending
my time either hiking or
cycling. He loves a good
Indian restaurant!, and
has a wide interest in
books and entertainment
so it’s hard to pick a favorite. Although lately he Chris
has been catching up on Hansen
The Big Bang Theory.
Chris’ favorite holiday is Christmas, and
Spring/Fall are his favorite times of the year.
For an ideal vacation, he would either be
on the beach or in the mountains.
Before coming back to Arkansas, he taught
biology and biological forensics at a small
college in Sarasota, Florida. “So far, being on
campus has brought back a lot of fond memories and experiences while I was a student at
the university,” he said. }
Spring 2015
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Apple Presented with
Presidential Gavel
In March, Dr. Alan Mathew, outgoing
ASAS Midwest President
passed on the presidential gavel to Dr. Jason
Apple during the annual
Midwest meeting in Des
Moines, Iowa.
Apple has already begun performing the tasks
associated with his posiDr. Jason
tion. His presidency will
Apple
run the 2015-16 year. }

Bill Lindsey’s Retirement Party
We celebrated Lindsey’s 10 years of service with a
small party. The cake is based on a painting that
Bill painted. Thanks Bill for all your hardwork!

How to Join:
You automatically become a member of the
DBCAFLS Alumni Society when you become an
active member of the Arkansas Alumni Association.
Join online at http://www.arkansasalumni.org/ or
call (479) 575-2801 to become a member today.

In small and big ways, your gifts change lives. Increasing
private gift support is critical to moving the University
of Arkansas and the state of Arkansas forward. If you
would like to join other alumni and friends to support the
Department of Animal Science at the University of Arkansas,
contact: Terry Bumgardner, Development Office, Bumpers
College, E-108 AFLS, University of Arkansas, Fayetteville,
AR 72701, 479.575.2270 or email: tbumgar@uark.edu

Tell us about yourself!

You can also submit online under the Alumni tab at AnimalScience.uark.edu!
We would like to hear how and what you’re doing. Please use this form to provide information about yourself that you would like to
see in the Alumni news section of a future Animal Science Newsletter. Also, please let us know if you would like more information
about the Animal Science Alumni Society.

U of A Degree:
B.S.
		
M.S.
		
Ph.D.

Name:
Address:

Email:
Phone:
Would you like to receive our E-Newsletter?
News:
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Animal Science Newsletter

Yes

No

Year _____
Year _____
Year _____

Mail to:
Newsletter Editor
Department of Animal Science
University of Arkansas
AFLS B-114
Fayetteville, Arkansas 72701 or Fax to: 479-575-7294

Faculty and Staff News
Equine Program Director 11 Questions With...
Retires After 15 Years
Dr. Jiangchao Zhao, our new assistant professor
Nancy Jack, University of Arkansas associate professor of animal science, has announced her retirement, effective in August.
A member of the Dale Bumpers College of
Agricultural, Food and Life Sciences faculty
since 2000, she has won multiple awards for
teaching and advising.
Jack received her bachelor’s in animal science from Tarleton State University in Stephenville, Texas, and both her master’s and
doctorate in animal nutrition from New Mexico State University in Las Cruces. Jack has
enjoyed a lengthy and impressive career with
an emphasis on equine science. Throughout
her career, she has made giving undergraduates hands-on learning experiences a priority.
She has also advised and
conducted research on
teaching methodology
and learning assessment.
Jack was promoted
from instructor to assistant professor in 2004
and to associate professor in 2010. Jack has also
served director for the
D.E. King Equine ProDr. Nancy
Jack
gram for 15 years.
Well-liked by both students and colleagues, Jack says she is leaving
the equine program flourishing.
While looking forward to retirement, she
admits “I am still good for a guest lecture or
two.”
Her expectant official retirement date is
Aug. 14. }

We celebrated
Robert’s 40th
birthday

of Bacterial Immunology/Gastrointestinal and
Microbiology.

1. What is your job title, what is your role
in the Department?
I am an Assistant Professor in the area of
Bacterial Immunology/
Gastrointestinal
and
Microbiology within the
Department of Animal
Science, Division of
Agriculture at the University of Arkansas at
Fayetteville.
My research focus- Dr. Jiangchao
Zhao
es on the roles that the
gastrointestinal microbiome play in improving sustainable animal
production by enhancing efficiency of food
production, nutrient retention, and qualities
of human food products. My research is
interdisciplinary involving bioinformatics,
statistics, utilization and metabolism of nutrients, anaerobic and aerobic microbiology,
or other related disciplines.
My role in the department is to coalesce
the core groups of expertise currently in
the Department of Animal Science which
includes seven faculty members involved in
nutrition/forages, six faculty with emphasis
in physiology/genetics, and two veterinarians. I will also interface with animal health
industry personnel, spanning those in production agriculture through those in relevant aspects of animal health technology to
develop cross-spectrum industry collaboration in conducting research, implementing
findings, and contributing to departmental
outreach programs. I will also develop and
participate in interdisciplinary and inter-institutional/agency research collaboration
to address research issues and secure extramural funding from a variety of sources
including federal, state, industry and private
sources.
2. Tell me something about yourself.
I am a microbiologist by training. (See the
answer to number 4.)
3. Where are you from?
I am originally from a small town about

100 miles south of Beijing, China.
4. What is your educational background?
I got my bachelor and master degree in
Plant Pathology at China Agricultural University.
I got my PhD in Environmental Microbiology and my Graduate Certificate in Bioinformatics at the University of Wisconsin-Madison.
5. What are your hobbies and interests?
I like playing ping-pang and badminton
during weekend. I also like watching movies
and TV.
6. Favorite food?
I enjoy different kinds of food. But
Chinese food and Korean food are my
favorite.
7. Favorite book or tv show or movie?
(share all three if you want)
My favorite books are the martial arts
novels of Louis Cha, who is known as Jin
Yong (pen-name). These novels have been
turned into several different TV series and
movies. I like these tv shows and movies
and other comedy movies.
8. What is your favorite time of year/
holiday?
My favorite time of the year is fall. My
favorite holiday is Thanksgiving.
9. What is your idea of an ideal vacation?
My ideal vacation place is the east coast of
Oahu, Hawaii.
10. Where were you working before the
UofA? What was your position there?
I worked in the Department of Pediatrics
and Communicable Disease at the University of Michigan as a postdoctoral research
fellow and then as a Senior Scientist.
11. What is your favorite thing about
Fayetteville/ University of Arkansas so
far?
I enjoy the beautiful view of the trees on
the hills (mountains) around the campus. I
like the family environment of the DepartSpring 2015
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